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the small fort of St* Elmo* It was from St*
Angelo and Fort St* Elmo that the Knights fought
the invading Turks in the great siege of Malta,
which ranks as one of the most famous in all
history* It was after the departure of the Turk,
with his tail well between his legs, that the building
of Valletta was commenced*
The Fort of St* Elmo was one of the first places
to which I was taken by my friend* The Royal
Malta Artillery now occupy the place and serve the
great modern guns which have been installed there*
Nothing remains of the old fort except the tiny
chapel, but, standing on the more modern ramparts,
it is possible to visualize something of the grim
fight that took place on this spot* This is the
story of St* Elmo, and it took place nearly four
hundred years ago, but it will live for ever in the
minds of the Maltese*
In 1565, Soliman, the Sultan of the Turks,
having prepared his great armada, sent it off under
Mustapha Pasha, who was ordered to utterly des-
troy, once and for all, the Order which, for five
hundred years, had been a thorn in the Turkish side*
The fleet appeared off Malta on May 18, 1565*
According to the records, it did not contain nearly
as many men as there had been at the second siege
of Rhodes, but in experience and heavy siege
trains it was greatly superior*